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Cyurfdap, March 15. 1711. 


HE Proceedings in Parliament, 
On a Bill for opening a Trade with 
France, baving hitherto kept pace 
as 1 may fay, with the Argaments brought 
on that Head, might feem fome Juftifica- 
tion of the Arguments I have made ufe of, 
on that Head 3 but this isnot an Age to 
have Laws or Publick Proceedings pafs 
for Authority, but every Argument muft 
ftand on the Foundation of its own Reafon- 
ing, or we thal come wader the Scandal, 
of what I hope this Paper of ali theWriters 
ofthe Age, cannoc be charg’d with, 1 mean 
Time-ferving. 
I therefore goon with theArguing part, 


to fhew tae Reafonablenefs of fach a Law, 
and rather choofe to have my Argument 
add weight to the Bil, than the Bill feem 
to be the Reafon of my Argument. 

I gave you ia my faft fome of the true 
Reafons, Why, in Kiog Wiliem’s Time, 
the Parliament came into che Meatures of 
Prohibiting the Trade with France, viz. 
The great Advantages that Trade was to 
the Enemy, and the great Lofsit was to 
us: I come now to fhew you, how tha 
Prohibition wrought the Change, and af- 
fe&ted that, which perhaps Mankiad then 
thought as impoffible, as they thiok the 
contrary is now. 

The 


io 


The Cafe was thus. 


The great Guf this Nation had for 
Claret, and the vaft quantity of Red Wine 
Imported for that purpofe, was not eafily 
to be Refifted, and theretore the feveral 
Prohibitions before that had always prov’d 
Ine ffe& ual —— One in which the Wiae.wes 
to be deftroy’d, looks fo Extravagant, and 
the Difcovery bringing -no Advantage to 
any, for Dilcovering prov’d but a Law to 
Encourage Clatdeftine Trade, and made 
the Merchaat and the Officers faithful Cor- 
federates —— Another, in which the Lofs 
of the Cuftoms to Kicg Charles IJ. prov’d 
of fo much Confequence, that even the 
Crown itfelf conniv’d at the Breach, prov’d 
only a thew of Prohibition, as it was but a 
fhew of a War. 

But the War in 1689 proving in more 
Farneft, the Prohibition became General 
and Effe@tual, and the Attempts that were 
made to brirg, in French Wires, tho’ they 
might at firit pafs fome through their 
Hands, yet the en anfwer’d nothing 
toa Supply of the Trade 3 then they fell to 
the Old Evafion of Prize Wises; buc this 
was render’d ire ffeQual, by doubling and 
doubling the. Duties upon fucb, that the 
Importation ftil proving above the Ordi- 
nary of the Macket, no-quantity could pafs 
—-This was done gradually, 2s the Price 
of Wines grew to advance in London, till 
at laft the Duty roe from 9 J. odd Money a 
Ton, where the War found it, to 521. per 
Tun, where we now fee it; and ot Brandy 
in Proportion. 

‘Thefe Steps continuing to Load the 
Trade, by degrecs It prew in a manger Im- 
pratticable; the Portuguese Wines came ia 
a: eafie Duties, they became dayly by ihe 
help of Art more Palztable, or our Palats 
lefs. nice em. Acd the Channel of the 
Trade began to run another Way. 


And kere, by the Way, give me leave-to 
Note, that I acknowledge the Advantage 
of braving she Ciannel of our WineTrade 
nun 20 Portaeci, iad nor to France 3 the 
Reafcm of it se unqueflianable, and we- 


: 
? : 
ver to bs withfieod 5 viz. Thar the Wines | 
from France were aiways boughs with our 
Money, the Wines from Portugal Par 
chas’d by the Export of corManufaures 
AndI fhak not fzil to paymy Duty to 
this difference, throuzb tbe mente Chain 


of my Dile-urfe, and yer mos tall meak-— 
én my 1 ,umens for taking off the Probi- 


bition of tke Thade to France. 


As the Wine-Trade turn’d its Courfe by 
the length and firi@uefs ct the Prohibicion, 
and we fupply’d our Markets with Portugal 
Wines, fo Time wore eff the Grfl of our 
Peopl-, and the comaton draught of Wines 
pleafes them, corrups as is is or bas been, 
better than could be expedted 5 it may be 
true, the Quantity of Wine gow drank in 


Britainy bears no Proporticn to what it was — 


before, and I am none of thofe that think 
thaca Grievance——— But the Humour of 
the People feem fatisfy'd wich the Wines 
we have well encugh, fo that there is no 
Argument to be drawn tom thence, 

I might play the Philofopher here, and 


enquire how fuch aChange may be wrought, — 


and Peoples Fancies run retrograde to their 
Reafon, inthe Taft or Value ofa Thing 
Butl need not go farther thaa 
fhew you, how Cuftoms prevails upcn both 
the Senfesand the Judgment, even in this 
very Articles witnefs cur People in the 
We& Indian Colonies, where they not only 
ufe, but are brought to approve, valuc,and 
choofe Madera Wines, inttead of Claret, 
and ftinking Rum inttead of French Brandy, 
and you thai very rarely find a Barbadian 
era Jamaica Man, but whet wid ref yon he 
thinks them better. _ 

Thas far for ths Wines — For other 
Manufa@ures from. France, the long Dif- 
ule of them has either put us upon making 
them our felves, or of Supplying our felves 
from othe; Places, with forts ofGoods which 
fupply the want fo. weil, that ere you tao 


pen the Trade te-Morrow, you would nee 


ver return to the yfe of the fame Goods 

from France, as before. 
Of thefe the Cawlebed Hats, the Nerman- 
dy Window.Giafi, te Kitry Canvas, and the 
Dome 


ee 


cote 3 


i owlafes from Mouleix are forse, not to 


mention many other Thiogs of lefs Conie- 


quence in Trades the Hats and the Gla‘s 
we have fo effe@ually Mafter’d, that when 
ever your Trade hall open, France will not 
fcrople to come to you for them both; 
_Hembrough bas found a Way to fupply you 
with feveral kinds of Cloth, under the 
Names and Egniralent to Dowlas, and 
Locrams, and we make, or may make in 
Scotland and Ireland as good Canvas a3 ever 
Gam: trom Normandy, and as Cheap. 

The wrought Silks and the refi, I thal 
Enlarge upon in my ext. 

1 a fn courfe, to add fomething here, 
of rhe other Branch of Trade we have been 
fo long throwing away, I mean the Africas 
Trade 


~  Juft asf told you, it comes to pafs ; the 
Blind and the Lame follow, where theBlind 
gud the Lame leads, and as the Separate 
Traders haye Petition’d, the Croud of pro 
curd Petitions fallow - It is not a 
new Thing for People in this Naticn to 
Efpoufe a Caufe they neitker krow ho-v or 
why——— And therefore Petitions of any 
fort Should act be wondér’d at. 
But of afl the People that ever Petition’d 
the Houfe cf Commons, or tbe Crown, 
fince fumeP< ople in formerTimesPeti:ion’d 
to heve their Charters taken away; I ve- 
fieve none had-ever lefs-to fay for theme 
felves, than the Gentlemer who call them- 
felves Merchsars and Planters in ber Maj.- 
fty’s Plantations. Pose 
i iced | knew a Town in Britain, who 
Petition’d to have a Regiment of Soldiers 
Quarcer’d upon them, sndthey had fome- 
thing tofay for it, the” thet may in Favour 
to them be Nemelefs bere——— But for 
Phnters of Colonics to Petition, thatthe 
Trade to Africa may be laid open, is as Ri- 
diculous, asit che City of London thould 
Petition to have all the Keys in the River 
of Thamcs \|a:d open, as lawful Lendiog 
es for Merchants ~ 
ae Ce den ou many Accounts, that’ tis 
the Incereft of the Plantations, to have a 
certcin ecufant Supyly of Negroes for their 
Works,andto have tholeNegrocsat aReafor- 


[ 567 ] 


abie Pyice ——— One would think a. Man 
need only ask thofe Gentlemen one 
Queflion. 


Is It better for the Piznter to have the 
Merchants Trading to Africa bvund to 
Cuppiy them, as te Number, and’ Li- 
mited toa Reafonable Price ? 

Or is it better that chey lie ar the Mer- 
cy of the Merchants, to be fupply’d 
or not fupply’d, aad hav: che Price 
impos’d upon them at che Pleafure of 
the faid Merchant. 


This reduces the Queftion for the Plan- 
ter, and the Queftion for the Nation beth 
into one For as none but a Mad-M2n 
will give his An(wer for the laff, the ne- 
ceflary Enquiry then is, Who can give Se- 
curity to the Colonies for che firft 7? —— A 
Company whofe Charter binds them, whole 
Privileges depend upon it, whofe Stock 
may be Subje@ed to the Performance of it, 
who may be Profecuted fer the Omiffion 
ofic? Ora certain Number of Mere 
chants that to Day are, and to Morrow are 
not to be found; that to Day Trade, and 
to Morrow Trade not to thofe Parts; that 
have no Capitalto An{wer by, chat are ur- 
der no Obligation chat can reach their E- 
flates, that have no Tie but their Profit to 
fic out one Ship, and when that Profit ceafee 
will fitouc no more Pam That will never 
fail to keep the Plantations Hungry, that 
they may hive a high Pric’d Appetite for 
Negroes, and that muft have their Price a¢ 
this \flind or this Colony, or elfe carty 
them to anoths1? 

Thefe muft be Mad Men, wot Planters, 
that Pecition to have Negroes Dear, when 
they may have them Cheap; to have but 
a few when they may have many, and to 
have the Supyly ancercain when they may 
have it {-cur'd : Thefe are ftrangePlancers, 
a Man would be glad to hear cheir Numes, 
and an Account how bong they have been 
concern’d In the Plantation Trade, or how 
great their Iatereft is ia the Plantation. 

Indeed the Noify part of the Petition is 
not without its Effet in fome Cafes 3 aod 

two 


‘two or three Prejudi@d Men, :who have 
a fmall Intereft in the Colonies, which they 
would willingly Sacrifice to their Concern 
in this Trade, may comein, and for this 
Occafion call chemfelves THE PLANT- 
ERS: But asthe Majority in Number and 
“Value, in all Cafes concerning the Intereft 
of a Place, does in moft Cafes, and I think 
ought in all Cafes, to determine the Inte- 
reft of that Place; fo { with the whole Que- 
ftion was to be put upon the Judgment of 
the Planters in Barbadoes, fo tar as it re- 
fpeéts that Ifland , and let the Parlizment 
fee whether 4 pacts in 5 of the Men of [n-~ 
tereft aod Men of Experience in thote Plan- 
tations, do not agree to have a conftant 
fupply of Negroes, ata reduc’d Limited 
Price, fecur’d to chem here by Aa of Par- 
liameat, rather than lie at the Mercy of an 
uncompaed Body of Men, left at Liberty 
to Trade or not, as they pleafe, and be left 
to thelr Meafares, both as to Number and 
Price. 

We fhould then fee whether the Colonies 
were for a Company ormo Company 3 and 
it would foon appear, what manner of fec- 


tling the African Trade, was mo the ge- 
neral Intereft of che Plantations ——— 
This is making the Queftion fhorte-—-—-And 
would put an End to the Perplexities of the 


Cauie—— And I am perfuaded, the Com- : 


piny would readily acquiefce in fuch a Re- 
ference—JIn the mean time, the Parliament 
are Truftees for the Intereft of theColonies, 
as wellas for the reftof the Nation, and 
they will mot fuffer themfelves to be im- 
pos’d upon, by a few prejudie’d or blinded 
People, as if rhey were to {peak the Lan- 
guage of the whole Colonies trom their own 
Mecuths. 


The Obje&tions pretended in a Printed 
Paper handed about by the Separate 
Traders with relation to the Union, 
and the Trade of che Royal Burgbs 
in Scotland, is equally Ridiculous with 
this of the Plantations, and thal 
meet with an Anfwer in its Courle, 
tho’ it hardly needs much Notice, as 


to che Scots, whofe Eyes arenot fo 


clos’d to the Intereft of Trade, as to 
be impos’d upon by it. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


AR TLETT of Gookman’s.Fields 

who has been fo fuccefstul in rhe Care 
of Ruptures, by Stee! Spriog-Traffes, with 
Jointsor without, fo wonderfully light and 
eafie,that one of the largeft Size, feldom 
exceeds ¢ Ounces in Weight, and one of 
the fmafleft rarely exceeds a quarter of 
ao Ounce. 


He is to be {poke with, the forenoon 


ever y Day at his Houfe, at the Golden 
Ball by che Ship Tavern in Prefcot-Street 
in Goodmans Field, London. And the 
Af ternoons at the Golden Ball over againft 
Cheapfide Conduit, near St. Pauls, 

N.B, For Privacy, he will attend any 
Gatleman at any Place, near thePlaces and 
Hours bove-mention’d. Thofe, who live 
in the Country, may be fcpplied by fend 
ing Letters. ¢ 

N.B, His Mother, the Widow of the fate 
Mc: Chriffopber Baatlest liveth at his Houfe 
abovefaid, and is very Skilful ia the Bufi- 
nefs to thofe of her own Scx. 


d for and fold by ohm» Baker at the Black.Boy in 


Pater-Nofier- Row. 
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